Leader:
8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on
a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So
Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit
anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
Prayer of Confession
People:
God, we are often impatient like the people of Israel.
We want things our way and we want them in a hurry.
Forgive us when we think this way or say it out loud.
Lord, we are sinful. Please take away our sin.
Help us to seek your way. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
John 3:13-17
13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.
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Songs of Lenten Reflection
Welcome
Call to Worship: Hebrews 12:1-3
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners
such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or
fainthearted.
Lenten Reflection: Passages on Following Jesus
All Glory, Laud and Honor

Challenged
Prayers of the People
Leader: Jesus the Christ, you refused to turn stones into bread.
People: Save us from using our power, however little, to satisfy the
demands of selfishness in the face of the greater needs of 		
others.
Leader: Jesus the Christ, you refused to leap from the temple top.
People: Save us from displaying our skills, however modest, to win
instant popularity in the face of nobler calls on our abilities.
Leader: Jesus the Christ, you refused to bend the knee to a false god.
People: Save us from offering our devotion, however weak, to cheap or
easy religion in the face of the harder path on which you bid us
to follow you.
Leader: Jesus the Christ, give us wisdom to discern evil, and in the face
of all that is deceptively attractive help us to choose the will of
God.
People: God of call, God of transformation, God of the Lenten journey,
help us to discern your still, small voice. Open us to change and
growth, that we may walk with Christ. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Matthew 4:1-11
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was

hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son
of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he
answered, “It is written,
“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of
the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down, for it is written,
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your
God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he
said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.’”
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were
ministering to him.
Sermon: Need for Jesus

Released

Call to Confession
Leader: From Mount Hor [Israel] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to
go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient 		
on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses,
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
People:
6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit
the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came
to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against
the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.

